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Update Tewkesbury Town Council Spring 2026. 
In 2025 there were over 386,000 discharges of untreated sewage into UK rivers, totalling over 2,651,969 hours of pollution. Despite drought conditions across the country, dumping of raw sewage highlights the impact of Water Companies failure to invest in infrastructure over the long term. The Environmental Agency (EA) said much of the reduction was down to the dry weather and emphasised that sustained maintenance and investment in water industry drainage networks was needed for lasting improvements.
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Why are we testing 

Treated sewage released and untreated effluent / sewage that is dumped in rivers via storm overflows are the primary drivers of increased nutrients, algae, and sewage fungus in rivers. Poorly, or untreated sewage cause digestive problems.  Linked to the transmission of diarrhoea, dysentery, hepatitis A, and typhoid. Inadequate services expose us to preventable health risks

   What needs to be done:

· Water companies need to provide full transparency of their data.  
· Stop the spills of raw sewage, 100%. Fix the leaks in the pipes and tanks.  
· Fully fund and ensure the EA enforce current environmental legislation.

 River Avon; Tewkesbury sewage dumps
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	2019 spills
	2019 hours
	2020 spills
	2020 hours
	2021 spills
	2021 Hours
	2022 spills
	2022 Hours
	2023 spills
	2023 Hours
	2024
spills
	2024
Hours
	2025
spills
	2025
Hours

	Twyning

	117
	2159
	88
	1453
	133
	2696
	82
	1229
	91
	1,340
	149
	1,883
	49
	533

	Tewkesbury-Tolsey lane
	3
	18
	11
	98
	5
	1
	6
	21
	2
	0.3
	10
	6
	2
	1

	Tewkesbury-Lower Lode SPS
	139
	2312
	99
	1304
	81
	816
	73
	529
	86
	965
	110
	1,292
	61
	551

	Tewkesbury-Lower lode STW
	60
	1100
	56
	1137
	51
	884
	37
	558
	57
	1,020
	41*
	551*
	36
	669


Tewkesbury-Lower lode STW; *This monitor only operated for 41% of the year
The UK is consistently ranked as one of the worst countries in Europe for water quality, over three quarters of our rivers fail to meet required health standards and face multiple threats

Comparison samples taken for River Avon.
 Site 1 Kings Johns Bridge - Site 2 STW Lower Lode Lane (other Tewkesbury sites on the Avon are: Abbey Mill).
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	Nitrates:
  High levels of nitrate in water can be a result of runoff, or leakage from fertilized soil, wastewater and treated and untreated sewage.  In river water it often ranges from 0.01-3.0 mg/L (ppm), a nitrate reading over 5ppm is a high level of pollution. 
	Phosphate:
 Excessive phosphorus in surface water can cause explosive growth of aquatic plants and algae. Leading to low dissolved oxygen concentrations, which can cause fish to die & harm other aquatic life. It is a good measure of sewage pollution,  
a phosphate reading over 0.5ppm is a high level of pollution.
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Nitrate Trends
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Phosphate Trends
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Note that the shape of the sewage graph
above almost exactly matches the shape
of the rainfall graph below. The water
companies haven't improved in 2025, it
just rained less.
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Duration of monitored spill events in 2025, hours
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